
 

 

It is that time of year again ….! Electoral role, annual meeting & 
elections 
We are currently revising our ‘electoral role’ which in essence is a 
membership list of the church family. If you are not on the list at the back 
of church (on the door) and you attend on a regular basis please 
complete a form to join the role … available from Diane … by Sun 8th 
March … it only takes a minute. Also please check your entry is correct if 
you are already on the role. 
 

We will also be having our church annual meeting (Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting—APCM) 7.30pm on Thursday 16th April. This is an 
important meeting for the church so please do put it in your diary and 
come along … it will be a shorter meeting than last year :-) 
 

At the APCM we elect our Wardens... for one year initially; members of 
the PCC (the Parochial Church Council) for 3 year terms; and Deanery 
Synod reps  (who are also members of the PCC) also for 3 years.  
 

The only qualifications for these roles are: 1) your name has been on the 
electoral role for six months, 2) you receive Holy Communion, and  3) you 
are 16+ for the PCC & Deanery Synod, & 21+ for Warden 4) You must also 
not be disqualified from being a trustee of a charity under UK law. 
 

However, its also important for these 
roles that you are committed to praying 
for, and joining in with, the ministry and 
mission of the church; caring for 
members of our church family; and 
supporting Steve in his roles and 
responsibilities. In essence Wardens, 
PCC members and Deanery Synod reps 
should be aspiring to be Acts 2:42 

followers of Jesus (though we may not be there yet). 
 
Please carefully consider if God is calling you to any of these positions or 
if you need to encourage someone else to stand .. in which case after 
speaking to them propose them.. Over the coming weeks we will share 
something about these roles at the front of church but if you would like 
to speak to Steve about these roles please do so. 

 

 

 

Notices for 1st—15th March 2020  
Christ Church Walshaw 

“They devoted themselves to the apostle’s teaching and to 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer” Acts 2:42 

Priest in Charge: Steve Openshaw      Tel: 0161 797 5121 
   revsteveopenshaw@gmail.com  
Reader:   Frank Yung   Tel: 01204  886995 
Warden:        Pat White         Tel: 07973 534 642 
Asst Warden:  Nicola Gordon  Tel: 07765 844025 

Fortnightly notices 
Our notices are now fortnightly, so every now 
and again, when there is lots going on and lots 
to share, there will be a bumper edition of the 
notices … this fortnight’s edition is a bumber issue. 
 
Paper copies of the notices are available at church each Sunday. They are 
also available online on our church website:  
www.christchurch-walshaw.co.uk/copy-of-notices-media-1 
 
Please note that because Steve is part time the deadline for getting 
notices to Steve is 5pm on the Wednesday before th Sunday of the next 
issue. 

Contributions wanted for our Lent 2020 e-magazine 
David Hempsall is currently putting together the next issue of our church 
e-magazine. He is very keen to have contributions from members of our 
church family. Contributions can be about church life, events that have 
taken place, things coming up, personal testimonies or about times when 
you have seen God at work, or interesting recollections about our 
community or Walshaw and Lowercroft, and more. 
 

For more information please see David 
 

To get an idea of what he is looking for why not visit previous issues on 
our website:  
www.christchurch-walshaw.co.uk/copy-of-notices-media-1 



 

 

Walshaw Chuch supports Porch Boxes food bank 
Unfortunately the demand for help through food banks up and down the 
country is increasing rather than diminishing. Our church supports Porch 
Boxes with gifts of tinned food, dry consumables like pasta & rice, baby 
foods, and toiletries. If you are able to help with this with, perhaps just 
one item a week, together we can contribute a few ‘help packs’ a month 
(Porch Boxes gives out 450 each month!) … box at the back of church. 
For more information on what to give go to: 
www.porchboxes.wordpress.com/what-items-can-you-donate 

Supporting the ministry and mission of the church 
When you give to support the ministry and 
mission of the church your gifts, amongst other 
things, are used to fund: Steve’s half time 
stipend, housing and expenses; sharing Jesus 
with our community and around the world; the 
up keep of our fantastic building; and our 
enormous gas, electricity, water and insurance 
bills. Your gifts also help support churches in 

very poor and deprived areas of the diocese. Thank you to those of you 
who give sacrificially on a regular basis either ‘on the collection plate’ or 
through a monthly standing order via your bank … your gifts ensure a 
Christian presence in our community. 
 

In case you haven’t worked out how folk give to support the church ... 
Where is the collection plate? 
At Christ Church Walshaw we don’t pass a collection plate around during 
the service. However we do have a collection plate, and an e-giving 
machine, at the back of the church which can be used to give a gift to the 
church for it’s ministry and mission. If you missed these coming in don’t 
worry … they will still be there at the end of the service and any gifts you 
make to the church are very welcome … they help us to serve our 
community. Thanks 
“I want to commit to supporting my church through regular giving” 
If you would like to give to support the work of the church in our 
community and beyond through regular giving please speak to Diane or 
Steve … we can give you the right form to complete or arrange giving 
envelopes. We can also help you to increase your giving through Gift Aid 
if you are a tax payer … doing this the government pays money to the 
church on top of what you give! 

 

 

DIARY DATES 
Sun  1st 11am  Morning Worship  
Mon 2nd 2 / 2.30pm Walshaw Hall Holy Communion 
Tues 3rd 7.30pm  Lent Night Prayer: Christ Church  
    Ainsworth 
Weds  4th 10am  Baby & Toddler group today 
  12 noon  Soup, a roll and a walk through the  
    passion story St Andrews Racliffe 
  7.15pm  Walshaw Community Choir 
Thurs  5th 7.15pm  Open Door Home Group 
Sat 7th 10am  Lent course at the Victoria Walshaw 
Sun  8th 11am  Holy Communion with Children’s Church 
Tues  10th 7.30pm  Lent Night Prayer: Christ Church  
    Ainsworth 
Weds 11th 10am   Baby & Toddler Group 
  12 noon  Soup, a roll and a walk through the  
    passion story St Andrews Radcliffe  
  7.15pm  Walshaw Community Choir 
Thurs  12th 7.30pm  PCC 
Sat  14th  10am  Lent course at the Victoria Walshaw 
Sun 15th 11am  All Age Worship 



 

 

 

 

Acts 2:42 followers of Jesus are servants 
If you are looking to grow as an Acts 2:42 
follower of Jesus then contributing to the 
mission and ministry of the church with your time 
and gifts provides you with a fantastic 
opportunity. 
There are lots of ways you can serve in and 
through the church …currently ... 
 

Pianist/s needed 
We are currently looking for someone who can play the piano to a good 
standard on Sunday mornings and / or with the Walshaw Community 
Choir. If you are interested, or you know someone who might be able to 
help ,please speak to Kate Clarke about Sundays or Angela Ashworth in 
regard to the Community Choir which meets on Wednesday evenings. 
 

Sound team needs new members 
The sound team sets up the microphones in church when there is a 
service or event, and controls the sound desk while things are happening. 
While this sounds complicated with a little bit of training many members 
of our church community could do this. If you would like to know more 
please speak to Helen Clarke. 
 

The Power Point / Video team are also on the look out for new members 
The visuals on the screen during our services help all the church family to 
join in with worship. The team put together the slides each week based 
on the liturgy and songs provided by the leader of the service. If you are 
familiar with PowerPoint / using PCs and would like to know how with 
some training you could help out with the team please speak to Andrew 
Benson. 
 

The Baby & Toddler Group team is looking for ‘talkers’ and ‘carers’ 
The Baby & Toddler Group meets Wednesday mornings, term time, and 
the team is hoping one or two folk might join them to get alongside 
parents and carers, chat to them and care for them. If you would like to 
know more please speak to Steph Openshaw 

Engage & Evening Prayer 
Something for your diaries … Our Sunday evening services will be 
starting up again in April …. ‘Engage’ on Sun 5th April and ‘Evening 
Prayer’ on Sunday 19th  April, both at 6.30pm  



 

 

Prayer  
If you would like the ‘prayer chain ministry team’ to pray for you or 
someone you care about, in confidence, please send your request to 
Clive: cliveolive@me.com 
 
Over the coming fortnight please pray for: 
- those affected by the Coronavirus in the UK and around the world 
- those affected by the recent storms and flooding 
- the young people connected with our church, and Jane, Andrea, Pat & 
Nicola as they ‘kick start’ the youth group again 
- Santiago who lives in Columbia and who we support 
through Christian support agency Compassion 
- for the staff and pupils at Bury Church of England High 
School 
- those who are sick or in dark places … including David, 
Margaret, Olivia, Norma, Jane, Sybil, the families of Jo,  
Elaine and Diane. 

Mission from the comfort of your home 
Did you know that you can help with the ministry of the church by using 
social media? 
 

If you use ‘Facebook’ or ‘Twitter’ simply ‘follow’ Christ Church Walshaw, 
which you can find using ‘@WalshawChurch’, and then ‘share’ our posts 
to let your friends know what we are up to, events coming up, and more. 
Its that simple! 
 

If you follow us on FB or Twitter, or if you visit our website on a regular 
basis, you scan stay up to date yourself with what’s happening, see 
photos of things that have happened, read our notices and e-magazines, 
and so much more.  
 

You can find our website here: www.christchurch-walshaw.co.uk Its well 
worth visiting … 200 visitors each month can’t be wrong! 

Christ Church, High Street, Walshaw,Bury,BL8 3FS  
website:christchurch-walshaw.co.uk 
email: WalshawChurch@gmail.com 

 

                                                    @WalshawChurch 

 

 

Road works in Walshaw 
Over the coming four or five weeks, on Saturdays and 
Sundays, there are going to be road works on High Street 
in Walshaw … between the end of Gisburn Drive and the 
War Memorial. At times the road will be completely 
closed and there will be diversions in place. 
 
You might therefore want to give yourself a little extra time for coming to 
the Lent course on Saturday mornings and church on Sundays … just in 
case you have to make a diversion. 
 
Please don’t let the road works put you off coming … we would miss you! 

Applying to Church schools for admission 
When applying to some schools … primary schools and secondary 
schools … the application process can include me needing to confirm the 
attendance at church of the child and family. 
To make this as easy as possible there is a list, on the reception desk as 
you come into church, for your to record your attendance each week. 
Please add your name to the list. 
For your information schools are looking for between fortnightly and 
monthly attendance over three or more years … I hope you find this 
helpful. Thanks. Steve 

Steve’s working pattern 
I hope members of our church family know that I absolutely committed 
to leading, serving, nurturing and caring for our church family as well as 
caring for our neighbours and community. However, since I started at 
Walshaw Church four years ago, my post has been half-time … at least I 
am paid half time. This means I should work Sunday mornings plus the 
equivalent of three days during the week.  
To help ensure I work what I have been directed to work by the diocese, 
especially after recent events, I generally aim to have at least Friday & 
Saturday off each week, and, when I can, Thursdays too. Of course urgent 
or unavoidable things sometimes need my attention on these days, and 
when this happens I try to adjust my week to reflect this. . However, if 
members of our church family could remember these things and pray for 
me, that I manage my time well, I would really appreciate it. Thanks. 
Steve 


